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Innovation Focus
The Frost & Sullivan Institute is proud to honor Dr. Abhay Bang with this + Redefining Healthcare Delivery through Community-
prestigious recognition for his exceptional foresight and innovative solutions to Centered Models: Dr. Abhay Bang has pioneered a

paradigm shift from hospital-centric care to

global Healthcare challenges. His visionary leadership continues to inspire : ; :
decentralized, community-based healthcare through his

transformative change and advance a more sustainable future for all. Hiirme Hased Noonatal ©aemadel. By debenng

essential services at the househald level he directly

David F"gS’tad addresses barners of access, affordability, and reach in
Chairman, Frost & Sullivan underserved regions. Frost & Sullivan recognizes this as
Executive Director, Frost & Sullivan Institute a visionary approach to advancing inclusive and

equitable healthcare systems.

* Integrating Scientific Rigor with Grassroots
Implementation: Through SEARCH, Dr. Bang
combines high-quality epidemiological research with
real-world application, ensunng that data-dniven insights
Wh}' Us? translate into effective community interventions. This
alignment of research and practice enables measurable

. g . : : impact and scalability, reflecting Frost & Sullivan’s
Frost & Sullivan Institute recognizes leaders who not only achieve commercial success

but also drive meaningful change across environmental, social, and technological
domains. Our evaluation is backed by decades of industry expertise, global research, » Scaling Sustainable Health Systems through Local

and a commitment to fostering leadership that creates inclusive and sustainable futures. Empowerment. By training local women as frontine
health workers, Dr. Bang has created a scalable and

sustainable workforce model that addresses healthcare

emphasis on evidence-based, high-impact innovation.

7
Why Now? workforce shortages while strengthening community
resilience. This approach embeds ownership and long-
The global health landscape is increasingly defined by persistent inequities in access, term sustainability within communities, which Frost &
affordability, and delivery of care, particularly in low-resource and rural settings. Despite Sullivan applauds as a replicable model for building

advancements in medical technology and healthcare infrastructure, millions continue to ISHIENE, SOy CRINETL e IEN SYE S QIOteMy

lack access to basic maternal, neonatal, and primary healthcare services in the APAC
region. Neonatal health remains a critical yet under-addressed challenge, with high
rates of preventable newborn mortality concentrated in underserved regions where
access to skilled care and early interventions is limited. Health systems continue to be
overburdened, urban-centric, and heavily reliant on institutional care models that fail to
reach marginalized populations. At the same time, rising population pressures, health
workforce shortages, and socio-economic disparities are intensifying the need for
scalable, cost-effective, and community-driven solutions. In this context, the work of Dr.
Abhay Bang is critically relevant. His pioneering approach to community-based primary
healthcare directly addresses systemic gaps by decentralizing care delivery and
empowering local communities. As global health systems increasingly prioritize equity,
prevention, and last-mile delivery, his model offers a proven, evidence-based framework
for reducing mortality, strengthening health systems, and achieving sustainable,
inclusive healthcare outcomes.

About Frost & Sullivan Institute

The Frost & Sullivan Institute is a non-profit organization dedicated to leveraging VISIONARY
business practices to address global priorities. Our mission "Innovating to Zero" focuses LEADERSHIP
on driving innovations that eliminate critical challenges such as carbon emissions, food
and water scarcity, poor healthcare access, and digital exclusion.
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Visionary Leadership

Dr. Abhay Bang has demonstrated transformative leadership in public health through his
decades-long commitment to underserved rural and tribal populations. As co-founder of
SEARCH, he developed and implemented a community-based healthcare model that
redefined primary care delivery in low-resource settings. His approach integrates
medical science with grassroots participation, enabling trained village health workers,
who are primarily local women to deliver essential maternal, neonatal, and preventive
care directly at the household level. By combining rigorous field research with practical
implementation, his work bridges the gap between public health theory and real-world
impact. His leadership has not only improved health outcomes in some of India’s most
underserved regions but has also influenced national health policies and global
discourse on community health systems. His vision aligns with the Frost & Sullivan
Institute’'s emphasis on scalable, inclusive innovation that delivers measurable societal
impact.

Recognition Criteria

« Innovation: Pioneered the globally recognized Home-Based Neonatal Care
(HBNC) model, fundamentally transforming how neonatal and primary healthcare
are delivered in resource-constrained environments. HBNC has been replicated in
action across Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Lesotho,
Madagascar, Malawi, Nepal, Uganda, Yemen, and Zambia. Introduced task-
shifting approaches that empower community health workers to provide essential
healthcare services, reducing dependence on formal medical infrastructure. His
work integrates epidemiological research with culturally sensitive care models,
ensuring both effectiveness and community acceptance. This innovation has
redefined primary healthcare delivery by shifting the focus from institutions to
households.

« Implementation: Successfully operationalized community-based healthcare
through long-term field engagement in rural and tribal regions of Maharashtra,
India. Through SEARCH, his team trained local women as village health workers,
creating a sustainable, decentralized healthcare workforce. The model
demonstrated measurable success through rigorous data collection and evidence-
based validation, leading to its adoption by the Government of India within
national rural health programs. lts scalability and integration with public health
systems highlight its robustness and adaptability.

« Impact: Delivered significant, measurable health outcomes, including a reduction
in infant mortality by over 70% in project areas and a dramatic decline in
pneumonia-specific child mortality through community-based diagnosis and
treatment. His work has influenced national health policy and contributed to the
global evidence base on community health interventions. By enabling access to
essential healthcare at the household level, including pneumonia management,
his model has improved maternal and child health, reduced healthcare costs, and
strengthened health equity. The approach continues to inform global strategies for
achieving universal health coverage and sustainable development goals.

Key Accomplishments

Community-Based Neonatal Reduction in Infant Mortality:
Care:

Achieved over 70% reduction in infant
Developed and validated the Home- mortality rates in intervention areas,
Based Neonatal Care model, establishing one of the most impactful
demonstrating that trained community community health models globally.

workers can effectively manage
neonatal health and significantly
reduce infant mortality.

Institutional Innovation through Empowerment of Local Women:
SEARCH:
Trained rural women as village health
Co-founded SEARCH, which serves workers, enabling community
as a global model for integrating ownership of healthcare delivery while
research, training, and healthcare simultaneously advancing women'’s
delivery in underserved regions. empowerment and local capacity
building.
Policy Influence: Evidence-Based Public Health
Practice:
Contributed to the adoption of
community-based healthcare models Established rigorous field research
within India’s national rural health methodologies that link grassroots
programs, influencing large-scale implementation with scientific
public health strategies. validation, strengthening credibility

and replicability.

Cost-Effective Healthcare Global Thought Leadership:
Delivery:

His work has informed international
Demonstrated that high-impact health public health frameworks and s
outcomes can be achieved at low cost widely referenced in discussions on
through decentralized, preventive primary healthcare and community
care models. health systems.
Sustained Field Engagement: Integration with Public Systems:
Maintained a long-term presence in Successfully aligned community-led
tribal and rural communities, ensuring interventions with formal health
deep contextual understanding and systems, enabling scalability and
sustained impact. institutional adoption.

Conclusion

Our research at the Frost & Sullivan Institute underscores that the future of healthcare
lies in models that are equitable, preventive, decentralized, and scalable, particularly in
addressing last-mile access across underserved populations. Dr. Abhay Bang's work
exemplifies these priorities by delivering an evidence-based framework that integrates
community empowerment with measurable health outcomes. His pioneering
contributions align directly with our findings that sustainable health systems must extend
beyond institutional care to community-led delivery mechanisms. In recognizing Dr.
Bang, we acknowledge his transformative impact on maternal and neonatal health, and
his role in shaping a globally replicable model that advances inclusive healthcare
innovation and long-term system resilience.

“Dr. Abhay Bang’s work has redefined primary healthcare by proving that life-
saving interventions can be delivered effectively at the community level.
Through innovation, evidence, and deep social commitment, he has
transformed healthcare access for underserved populations and created a
scalable model for global health equity.”

- Shreya Ghimire, Research Analyst, Frost & Sullivan Institute
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